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Field Notes — Observations
Second Year Medical Student
ocrobexr 12, ALS73

When I called E to ask about observing herxr
class and interviewing eemed

A\

L

= Ym

R ge S

4
(\»

her, she = nervous at
firsmt "This is the first time we will e examining
S a patienc—— Preceptor might not like itc, etco. ™
‘.l. X told her we had clearances X was interested
=5 )/ o tudents were “"taught™ Tto do their Ffirstc
/ Lo . he relaxed and agreed——told me the
at St. Luke"s

A's suggestion T had called IT"dAd be
He was out, but his assistant sajid to

stajirs knew I was coming. She told me
would be doing psychiatric patients.

The Class

I located E in the second row and introduced
myself . She was friendly, but absorbed in going
over notes and talking to friends. She started To
apologize and I explained she should FJusc do
whatever she usually aAid

we could talk latex -
The conversations around me ranged from technical

({boning up before class) to clothes, dates .
noticea "Tcoaching™ a friend on the symptoms of a

specific illness. The class sSseemed less uptightc
than the first year group.

A male in an MD-typPpe coat sStepped to the
Ppodium. (E aAdidn"t know his name. ) He asked forxr
feedback from Monday's experience. “Format ,
Problems, how you felt?*™ No response. “Shall X
Select somebody?™ He indicated a male (Chinese

but they hadn®"t done much
with a physical diagnosis.

Alsco, Tthey hadn'*"t dAdone
a physical examination of the patientc. The
Prrofessor replied that they Aidn'"t expect the

students to do physical examinations yet. —
AdisappPpointed "OR™ from E (under her breath) . The
rrofessor—"you're only supposed to tallk o

Patient at this point—let the Patients tell wyou
their needs . ™
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